
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
June 2, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
June 2, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:33 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  Al Littlefield, President, 
was on excused absence.  Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; 
Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations 
Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter 
Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for June 2, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 05/19/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers 

No. 2620 - Voucher Nos. 3413-3454 ($145,455.48) 05/26/15 
No. 2621 - Voucher Nos. 3455-3515, Payroll Check Nos. 9328-9406 ($428,973.43) 06/02/15 

c. Project Acceptance 
Ray DeVries Extension (Burlington) 
Burlington Dialysis Water Meter (Burlington) 

The motion passed. 

Under Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 

• The final report has been received from FCS Group regarding establishment of 
heavy industrial rates.  The report will be presented to the Commission when all 
three members are present and will be sent in advance of the presentation.   

• Provided copies of the white paper requested by Commissioner Robertson 
regarding the watershed tour.  A brief discussion ensued regarding same. 

• Provided copies of the unaudited financial report submitted to the State, indicating 
the District is in a solid financial position and suggested that the Commission read 
the narrative of the report.  Treasurer Dales stated that the State Auditors will be 
on site the last two weeks of August.  Commissioner Cook asked how hard it 
would be to provide the historical debt of the District; Treasurer Dales replied not 
too difficult depending on the time period he was requesting.  Commissioner 
Cook stated he would like to see a period of 10 years since he came on board; 
Treasurer Dales replied the State Auditor’s website would be the best place to 
review the history, although she is not sure how far back it will go. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported: 

• The Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line Phase 1 Project is underway; 
alignment has been cleared and the contractor anticipates completion as estimated 
by the District with the pipeline back in service July 2. 

• The next project in the schedule is 30th to Digby, which will go out for bid in June 
with bids due in July.  Federal funds require a 3-week bid period. 

• The City of Burlington Rio Vista, Section to Gardner Project bids are due this 
week. 

Operations Manager Fox reported: 
• Consultants are at the WTP regarding the Chemical Feed Project. 

• One pump was turned on today, as the river is running clear and the District will 
take as much water as possible while it remains clear.  Consumption was up 
during the warm weather last week.  Manager Powell stated that a notice will be 
posted on the District’s website urging conservation during the construction of the 



Judy WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line Phase 1 Project and warm 
weather.  Operations Manager Fox stated that the cool river water will also help 
retard algae growth during warm weather. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that he had been at the WTP for a tour with 
the last group of students for the school year and that he is using a survey tool following 
tours for teacher response. 

Treasurer Dales reported that the annual financial report was completed and the Finance 
Department is now working on providing information requested by the WA PUD 
Association (WPUDA) for the annual Source Book. 

Auditor Backman stated that she and Treasurer Dales would be attending a rate setting 
workshop hosted by FCS Group tomorrow at the transit center.  Manager Powell stated 
that there will be 60 attendees. 

Under Old Business, Manager Powell stated that Commissioner Robertson suggested that 
the Commission amend the motion made at last week’s meeting to cancel the meeting of 
June 30 (5th Tuesday of the month).  Commissioner Robertson suggested cancellation of 
the June 9 meeting instead, as a number of staff members will be attending the American 
Water Works Association (AWWA) Annual Conference next week. Commissioner 
Robertson moved to amend his motion made at the meeting of May 19 to change the 
meeting cancellation to June 9 rather than June 30.  The motion passed. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated he would be attending 
the AWWA Annual Conference and the Elected Officials Caucus and asked if staff had 
any issues they would like to be addressed to email them to him.  Commissioner 
Robertson stated that although there were 20 water services sold in May, the year to date 
total is the 4th lowest year to date and recommended cautious optimism. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of June 2, 2015 was adjourned at 
4:58 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


